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Hangchou,untilhewasabletoretire with two dancing-girls,
two cranes, and some poultry, to the country. But in 825 his
idyll was disturbed, he was made governor of Soochou, and
entered upon a very gay official life. Here, living in a govern-
ment house, he longed for his thatched hut on the Wei River,
and after other public duties he retired, and in 8 32 became
a hermit in a mountain monastery, where he died in 846.
He is said to have tried his poems on an old peasant
woman; till they were simple enough for her he was not
satisfied. A Chinese Horace, he is also a Hesiod. In his
didactic poems he defends the impossible theory that
art is nothing but a way of instruction; and as it was his
satires and sermons in verse which won him exile once
more, it is evident that he really believed his own theory.
With more show of reason he criticized Li Po and Tu Fu
for their lack of earnestness. He is, however, best known
for poems which are more in their style—impressions of
a passing mood, and he, too, longs for quiet, laughs at
himself, and grows old with gay detachment.
His immense popularity during his lifetime is an indica-
tion that the age needed a moral tonic, and the poor a
champion. His poems were on the tongues of all: Michi-
zane in Japan and the scholars of Korea knew them. He
is, says Arthur Waley, 'the subject of a No Play, and has
even become a kind of Shinto deity'.
He illustrates the three stages which his translator
ascribes to the typical poet in China, and which we may
compare with the four stages of the Hindu Dharma.
In the first we find him with his friends at the capital, drinking,
writing and discussing: burdened by his office probably about as
much as Pepys was burdened by his duties at the Admiralty. Next
having failed to curry favour with the Court he is 'exiled' to some
provincial post, perhaps a thousand miles from any one he cares to
talk to. Finally, having scraped together enough money to buy
husbands for his daughters, he retires to a small estate, collecting
round him the remnants of those with whom he had shared the
*feasts and frolics' of old days.1
1 A.Waley,C5m«£Pfl«»r,p.6. Constable. As sixty of these are by PoChu-i
and are easily available I quote only a fragment.

